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place, a certain charm of mind and even manner,
which is a purely instinctive gift; and, in the
second place, real sympathy with, real interest
in the deuteragonist.
People can be useful talkers, even interesting
talkers, without these gifts. One may like to
hear what a man of vigorous mind may have
to say on a subject that he knows well, even
if he is unsympathetic. But then one listens
in a receptive frame of mind, as though one
were prepared to attend a lecture. There are
plenty of useful talkers at a University, men
whom it is a pleasure to meet occasionally, men
with whom one tries, so to speak, a variety of
conversational flies, and who will give one fine
sport when they are fairly hooked. But though
a University is a place where one ought to expect
to find abundance of the best talk, the want of
leisure amcng the present generation of Dons
is a serious bar to interesting talk. By the
evening the majority of Dons are apt to be
tired. They have been hard at work most of
the day, and they look upon the sociable evening
hours as a time to be given up to what the
Scotch call " daffingM ; that is to say, a sort of
nimble interchange of humorous or interesting